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then Prime Minister in name, as in fact, of the Ottoman
Empire ; and what 'Aali Pasha said, that he was in the
habit not of meaning only, but also of doing his best to
bring about.

Unquestionably, when discoursing with Europeans,
especially if of high rank and station, Aali was apt, to
hold a very different language, that, in fact, which has
for many years been the stereotyped conciliatory
phraseology of external Ottoman diplomacy; but on
the occasion mentioned, he, for reasons known to himself
and to him whom he addressed, cast aside the con-
ventional mask, and spoke what he really thought and
felt. Yet few statesmen ever better understood than
he how much it imports to sail, when possible, with, not
against the tide; and in this instance he had certainly,
long before, well thought out his purposed line of action,
and knew that the current was folly set in the direction
which he himself then and there indicated and desired.
This current was no other than that of the great Maho-
metan 'Bevival/ now running high, whether it be
between the broad banks of Ottoman rule, or among
the outlying waters of the lesser states and colonies of
Islam.

Our own Government, part-heir of the liabilities as
well as of the wealth of Asia, has felt with some
anxiety the sympathetic rise of level all over the
Mahometan surface, Soonnee or Sheea'h, but especially
the former, throughout our East Indian dominions; and
the extent of Muslim disaffection to infidel supremacy,
with the causes, special or general, that have contributed
to maintain or excite it, have been ably set forth by one
of our best Peninsular writers, Mr. Hunter, in his recent
work, Our Indian Mussulmans.

These causes, many in number, may be ultimately
reduced, so far as India is concerned, to two: one, the